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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DECEMBER 16, 2019
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2019-0620
4509 CRESTWAY DRIVE
PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1952 house.
ARCHITECTURE

One-story Ranch house clad in painted shingles and brick veneer. Its picture windows, cross-
gabled roof, and deep eaves with exposed rafter tails are typical of the Ranch style. It features
a standing-seam metal roof and box columns at the shed-roofed covered entrance.

RESEARCH

The house was built between 1950 and 1952 by John G. and Ethel Barrow. John Graves
Barrow was a missionary, a linguist, and a former librarian for the Library of Congress. His
wife Ethel was the daughter of Congregationalist missionaries and was active with her
husband in the Friends Services community of Austin. After his career as a scholar and
emissary to the Far East, John G. Barrow returned to Austin to work in the successful family
real estate and insurance brokerage business before retiring in the 1960s. After John Graves
Barrow’s death in 1979, his son John Gulick Barrow, an artist, moved into the house with his
wife Leah, where they remained until at least 1992.

STAFF COMMENTS

The windows and front door were replaced in 2012.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain moderate integrity.

3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (LDC
§25-2-352).

a) Architecture. The house displays stylistic influences of the Ranch style.

b) Historical association. The house does not appear to meet the criterion for significant
historical association, though the Commission may choose to consider the Barrows’
contributions to Austin’s civic and business spheres.

¢) Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data
concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d) Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or
cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.

e) Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape
with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, but release the permit upon completion of a
City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION
Photos
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Occupancy History
City Directory Research, Austin History Center, December 2019
1992 John G. and Leah Barrow, owners
Artist
1985-86 John G. and Leah Barrow, owners
Artist
1981 Ethel G. Barrow, owner
Retired
1977 John G. Barrow, owner
Retired
1973 John G. Barrow, owner
Retired
1968 John G. Barrow, owner
Retired

1965 John G. and Ethel G. Barrow, owners
Retired



1963 John G. and Ethel G. Barrow, owners
Barrow Company

1960 John G. and Ethel G. Barrow, owners
Barrow Company

1957 John G. and Ethel G. Barrow, owners
Barrow Company

1955 John G. and Ethel G. Barrow, owners
Barrow Company Real Estate & Insurance

1952 John G. and Ethel G. Barrow, owners
Student
Barrow Company

1949 Address not listed

Biographical Information

Fee e

BARROW, John Graves, 87, 4509
Crestway Drive, died April 14. Me-
morial services 2 p.m. Sunday at
Friends Meeting of Austin. Sur-
vivors: wile, Ethel Gulick Barrow of
Austin: sons, John Gulick Barrow of
Austin, Ted L. Barrow of Del Norte,
Colo.: sisfers, Mamie Dell Barrow of
Austin, Anne 'Barrow Lappe of
Kimgsland; brother, David B. Bar
row of Austin; four grandchildren.
{Weed-Corley)

The Austin American Statesman; May 17, 1979
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Linguist-librarian Barrow, 87, buried

John Graves Barrow, lingulst, Nbrarian and
Austin resident since 1950, was buried Monday.

Barrow, 87, graduated from the University of
Texas and later earned his Ph.D. from Yale Divin.
ity School. He taught English and ctiquetle at
Lingnan Unlversity and, after learning to speak
Cantonese, became the consultant for Chineso af-
fairs for Webster's International Dictionary.

Barrow also was a former librarian for the LI-
brary of Congress, and a coordinator of exchange
programs for Near and Foar Eastern students lor
the one-time Department of Education.

Alter moving lo Austin, Barrow worked for the
family real-cstate and insurance business and was
Instrumental {n the establishment of {he Friends
Meeting of Austin.

Following his retirement, he compiled a noted
the;uglculgrefercn:e work, “"Diblography of Bib.
llographies of Religien.”

Barrow s survived by his wile, Ethel, Austin;
two sons; four grandchildren; a brother; and two
sisters. Funeral services were Monday al Weed.
Corley Funeral Home. "

The Austin American Statesman;, Apr 17, 1979




Missionaries’ Memorabilia

Shipped to Harvard Library

By DON ADAMS
Seall Wriler

Bome 85,00 lafiers in more
than 3 boxes welghlog some
680 pounds were malled for tho
last Ume Tuesday by an Ausiin
family who hed collocted them
for four penerations of mis-
alomaries whose work In ibe
Far East spanned kot 180
Yenre,

‘Tho leitera, along with dia-
rles, leclure and
sermon nobes, and other memo-
rabilla, were sent 1o Marsard
Upiversily's Houghlom Library
rare hook amd monescripd ecal
lection by Dr. and Ars, Johm
Graves Barrow.of 4308 Cresl-
WaY.

Mra. Darrow's brolher, the
Rovw., Leeds Gulick, visiling tho
Barrcws in Austin ever ibe win-
ler, helped ship the boxes to
Houghion likrorian Dr. W. H.
Bansl,

For Gulick, |t wos & kind of
farowell, The lest In & lne of
four gemeroilons of Gullcks who
hnwe yworked as Congregonibonol.
igig In-mlsssanary work abeood,
Culick is relired and plans fo
ga to Fharida for (ke summor. -

Daul b remembers Ebon, o
Sowlh Pocilic island in Micro.
nesla, where his falther's nshes)
are burled, whore his grandla.
ther conduzied misionary
work, and where ke himeell was

Im Japam, whers b wos

rdained after Waorld War 11,
|Hﬂ also romembers a child-
borm

he did Im Japan afier pradanting
tromn college In Oberlin, Oiio.
i The first Gulick 1o become @

al Deaka, amd the work| lbe Preshy¥ierion Church wha

misslonnry was the Rev. Peler

J. Gullck, Mrs. Barrow's great-
grondlalbar, an evangellal for

wns among tho second group of
mlsssanaries genl o the Soand-

Gullek was Baplized in 1797,
amd was 3 when he first wenf
in EFonodals,

iz som, Dr. Luther lalsey
Gullek, left Hawail at ibe age
of 12 1o siady in Bosion, e
lntor refumed o the Seuth Pa-
elile 1o serve I Nowall, M.
cromesia, Jopan, and Chinn, He
indso went 1o Jtaly and Spain, 1o
conweri Catholies 1o the “lrue
religion™ of Mrolestonlizm,

hfrs, Bartow sald her greals
grandiaither was iko only Gullck
who was & Preabyterian. Tha
aibers were Congregationalisis,
a branch which split from ibe
Presbyterinng over e lssao of
‘baptlsmal Immersbon,

Oir. Gulick, warking in Miero-
nesin, soved (ko nolves from &
plague of smoallpox which had -
been Ipiroduced o dbe Islands
by sallers. Tha Rev, Leeds Gu-
ek sald De, Gullck, kaving no
waccine avalloble, moculabed
himseld with ike germm, and
fram the Infocton of his ewn
by devised a voeeing with
which e moculaied oll tho [s-
lnmlera,

We kB alse known as the man
wha introduced the Ku-Mu
droes o (he Soulh Sea lslands,
Einee bhe had lo baplize the na.
Uves he converied, ho could mol
da 0 In pood consclence umloss
they were clihed, Hoving no
one clse svadlablo ie moke the
droesos for the women, he got
an edd Mother Hhubbard and pat-
lernod the drossos he himsodl
mado ofter (his gorment, From
that beglenimg, the Blu-Mu hes
daveleped, Mrs. Rorrew sald,

‘Dr. Guiek's son, Lsiker Hal-
soy Gullek 11, imlrodeced physl-
cal educalion closses Lo e
Now Yark cliy school sysiem,
and adited n greup of beoks on
bypkena which were studied in
almosl all schoals In ihe nailon
nboul 48 years pgo,

Lather Halsey Gulick 110,
mownlhew of Laised Gullek 11,
l# m publie adnslndsirator wiso
enco merved pa Mow York
Cliy's eliy maanager, and b sl
meaghl by foredgn powernmenla
for sdlminlsiratlve ndvice.

Mre. Darrow'n folker, and
gam ol the older De. Lutber Gu-
lick, wna the Rey. Dr, Shisey
Lawis Guilck, 15081848, & mis.
alamary 1o Japnan. He wnd doe-
erpled by the Japanoes «mporor

foe his rellgloun work, nesl waa
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a noled “scholar, His principal|iributing editors (Chinese
book, ™ Enst- and Wist," b5 ‘a[words) 1o the compllaton of
study. of “the “compareiive phl-|[ihe, second editlon of Webs

logephles of: s Eastern and [[nlernatlanal
Wesiern bemdsphores, -

perved - In - Ching, Dr. Barrow,| vard lirary,

man who propared the [amfly

Mrs. Barrow horsolf marrbed|loliers, fed them ehronslogical- .
& missioanry, D, Jobn G. Bar. Iy and ploced Ibem In m,un]'.‘llF yoeard, aod didn’l know what (o

Tow, & gridunts of Yalewho |efvulopes, to stod o the Mar

whe In'10M, was ane of the cong| . “There wero 8 Endividinl

-Dlellonary, s §

edded bo send thom 1o the Heugh- | ments,
lon callection, because the

shipped Tecsday zlso comta clated Press
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Gullcks who wern misslonaries, | American Board of Commission-|:
beiween 181 amd 1384, whose|ers far Forelgn Alasions has)
leftors wo collscted.” ha sald |lormed ower all lis old papers
“Wo had the letlers in smal 1@ Hlorvard.

The board (alss known s the
scntiered bundles for abouf “Eﬂnﬂ!‘!ﬂﬂuﬂat Boord) was Lhe

body which sent nll the Gulicks
do wilh them, Wo finally do-lon vhelr missionsry nssign-

| The papers busdied and

:ﬂn'ummdmtﬁ'l

iprrespendonce (rom 1.5 oth{Washingien, D.C., and did mpt
or persond and institutions, Drlclasss (s follow b missonary

tholr wark.

Barrow sadd, which were raloled| iradiicn of the Famlly.
lo 1k Gulick misslesorics a

But Lewis Galick's som, Peler
Leeds Gulick, ret meny months

The A&y, Leeds Gulick, wholold, may silll toka up the fre-
reflred two yonrs ogo, sakd hisdition where it was lefl off, Rev.
| =em, Lewls Gulick, is an As

Galick sald,

The Austin Statesman; May 27, 1966

Church Groups Request
Abandonment of H-Bombh

Representatives of three church
groups Friday called for abandon-
ment of the H-bomb regardless of
what others do, in a statement
made public In Austin by John
G. Barrow, chalrmtn of the
southwest reglonal commitlee of
the Amerlean  Friends Service
Committce.

“Man cannot{ serve both Christ
nnd the bomb," sald a statement
issued by members of the Menn-
onlte Central Commliitee, Brethern
Serviee Commisslon, and Ameri-
van Friends Service Committee.

The Good Friday statement said:

“Today our thoughts go back 2,-
000 years ago to Calvary, but for

imankind in 1054 the cross of

Chirist stands in the shadow of the
cross of hydrogen.

“Two crosses: One standing for
redemptive love and forgiveness,
for the acceplance of sulfering,
for hope, for life; the other for
hatred and massive retaliation, for
the infliction of suffering, for fear,
for death, One proclaims that evil
Is overcome with good; the other
that evil can only be met with
evil,

“Man cannot scrve both Christ
#nd the bomb. He must choose
which is to be his masier, Let us
choose the cross of Christ. Let us
cease deluding ourselves: Peace
cannot be built from fear. Men do
not gather grapes from thorns.
Let us be done with these fearful
weapons, regardless of what oth-
ers do.

“Whether the bomb is a tool to
deter or to destroy, it is not the
sign by whichy men conquer. ‘Not
by might, nor by power, but by
my spirit, daith the Lord'."

The Austin Statesman; Apr 16, 1954

Building Permits
OWNER John Barrow ADDRESS 4509 Crestway Drive
PLAT 283 LOT 1 BlK A
SUBDIVISION Balcones Park, Sec. 1
OCCUPANCY Addition to create a duplex
BLDG. PE] - QUNERS
- PERMIT # 188870 DATE 12,11/70 ESTIMATE_ 10,000.00

CONTRACTOR Owner

NO, OF FIXTHRES

WATER TAP REC#

SEWER TAP REC#
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_sddress; %509 Lost iny b,(’ | Permic: S IXX D |ptat: 277
Lot: [ ! Block /Z Subdivisdon:
Outlot \\ Kﬂé&:w‘e: /,/é’/ $e°-z-
Fire Zone: 3 Use Dist. .,/ Occupancy \ALOU Fo Aes +» Clentre A
e/ pple X
- . > /7 i o ]
/ 7 - 77 Layout -i—//ﬁf*/g‘ Framing %{é/ﬁf’inal Commercial
__Foundation Floor joist Bldg.\Conn. Parking
_ Front setback size & a.c. Room Vant. Fxits
Total & Min. ceiling joistb% Stairs \ Exit lights
side yard slze & o.c, /L Rails Fences
Side- St. Yard stud size T ~ Attic Venty Corriders
& o.c. /6 Insulation
Type_Congt, | W.Insulation} F-1!( Hood Vent. |\ | 3
Glass W /
Spec.Permit # | Sheetrock Deadbolts | [\ 7
BOA Commercial Sheetrock Fireplaces | | N 1l 7
Occup. Sep. ' 7
Thru out t
Qwner: Job A/ L5492 POt Contractor:
BID 2005 JUNE 77 City of Austin [Clerk #*  [Date/2-// 7;

I

b L]

Ao 4520

LAddress:

Addition permit, 12-11-79

Inspector: %
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Rec?pt No/sjyé! Ailpmn for Sewer Connection N? 2’?4(@4
. I . —~—— '

| _/”——ﬂustm Texas / DL ~/3 ,_ 19’37)

To the Supemntendent of Sanitary Sewer Dzmsum, Clty of Austin, Texas,

(DT :
fcation for sewer connectm and instriciions on pr mxses owned by :
bl -— ‘>a __m / - Street,
f,mézer descnbed as , Lotf&ertrars & ~7 Outlo'c It wasmn .
DA

7, Block
subdxvzsmn /ﬁ/ Plat.a53 which is to be used agca: - fer f‘f"""
In this place there are

I agree to pay the City of Auwustin, the regular ordinance charge.

Plumbing Permxt No.* (_ng%. __________ .
! G-z ,-— /v:—“

Depth at Prop Lme 3 R ¥ Respeé?fully,

m‘; } a 0 (I:mg tvien,  SETHR ////M ' ' N

mwa,/ LAt “ b

—NZ?’TZ Connection Instructmn% fé/ ,(//j /ﬂf / ﬂ @ﬂﬂﬂm#]
% el 53¢ f/?&m “é.éﬁwvﬂ)@mw/ /gJ

Sewer tap permit, 12-13- 50

= WATER SERVICE PERMITr - C Ne 796 g

e Aushn Texas - 1 ﬁ\\ﬁ r.) }{F 4 .
o st Dates it A fﬁ

Received of.....aof €. Ak 2\ . f/‘:’/ Vb ot W Y A

Date.

4 .
Aamﬁg(é)—% ..... ( LE8Z: #—A—v‘—\%‘“ e
mijzgrrwnA/Mﬁ/aﬁ T ;w%c _______ CA

Date of Connection 7/4,2 M /1 9 - So

Size ofr Tap Made.._.__/ . ” ________________ e

Size Service Made .../ .o

Size Main Tapped / 9'2 N (wz.

1422 280 2

' \

From Fr;nt Prop. Line to Curb Cock... 75’ \) %J\S \‘%
From A.. Prop. Line to Curb Cock... 77 ... Q Gy A\'Eth
Location of Meter...._. e Z/\ 5‘\ . \\\J < .%‘”
Type of Box.. 40 6 At AR )
Depth of Main in St....- Z P ~ g P ~N g Sz~
Depth of Service Line 2.5 . =) 2 352 Fbgrc

P S At nionf EeS e

4
N

‘ £ N Z
From Curb Cock to Tap on Main .2 0. . =il P RS
P - ANA - SHNEN
Checkecl N@g}(@@t tm DTS A 2 \\\X

Water tap permit, 12-13-50



